
 

 
 
 
 
 

2018 SUMMER MISSION EXPERIENCE GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

A little about The Navigators and Urban Hope 
The Navigators is an international Christian mission organization focused on helping Christ’s followers 
"navigate" spiritually, coming alongside to support them as they search the Word of God to chart the course 
of their lives. The hallmarks of our ministry are one-to-one relationships and small-group studies focused on 
discipleship. Navigator missionaries touch lives through everyday settings such as college campuses, military 
bases, inner cities, prisons, and youth camps, adding to the kingdom for God’s glory.  One life at a time, 
Navigators are following their calling to advance the Gospel of Jesus and His Kingdom into the nations 
through spiritual generations of laborers living and discipling among the lost.  For more about The 
Navigators, please visit www.navigators.org. 
 
The Raleigh-Durham Metro Mission of The Navigators began Urban Hope in 2004 in an effort to advance 
the Gospel into the city of Durham, North Carolina.  Simply put, the mission of Urban Hope is to raise up 
generations of young heroes – who are beating the odds by the grace of God – through creating safe places in our neighborhood to 
grow together into wholeness.  Urban Hope’s year-round ministry programming focuses on bridging spiritual, 
economic, and educational resources to youth and their families in the Walltown neighborhood of Durham.  
Our desire is to empower Walltown youth by developing their God-given potential through academics, 
entrepreneurship, economic literacy, sports, science and technology, and the arts, all in the context of learning 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. For more about Urban Hope, please visit www.urbanhope.us. 

The Summer Mission Experience 
Urban Hope serves and develops people in the Walltown neighborhood of Durham, North Carolina.  
Walltown is an economically under-resourced community in the heart of the city. Each year, The Navigators 
team up with a local church to run a youth summer day camp.  We invite a small number of college students 
and young professionals from across the country to come and experience urban ministry through living in the 
community and working as summer camp counselors.  The 2018 Urban Hope Summer Camp is a day camp 
for youth grades 5-10 who mostly reside in the Walltown community. The experience will also challenge 
counselors and staff to examine God’s Word about issues, such as, poverty, racism, justice, and reconciliation. 

FAQ’s 
Who should apply? 
Are you concerned about social justice?  Do you want to see how the gospel is gripping urban youth?  How 
will you gain a deeper understanding of God’s passion for the poor?  What if you worked with them, and they 
became your teachers? What if they ceased to be them and became us? If these questions deeply interest you 
and you have 8 weeks to invest this summer, then you should apply.  If you are teachable, flexible, and willing 
to serve others, then this is definitely the opportunity for you!  
 
What will I do as an Urban Hope missionary? 
You will serve as a camp counselor in Urban Hope’s 2018 Summer Camp. The camp has two tracks, Bull City 
Leaders (5th/6th/7th grades) and Walltown’s Finest (8th/9th/10th grades), and has eight primary focuses: 
Spiritual Formation, Academic Enrichment, Leadership Development, Entrepreneurship & Financial 
Literacy, Civic & Community Engagement, Health & Recreation, Science & Technology, and Cultural Arts.  
You will spend some of your time engaging the youth in these eight areas. There are six positions open for 
the camp. 
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You and the other counselors will spend two afternoons a week away from the campers in a time designed 
for personal development.  One afternoon is set aside for reflective prayer and meeting to discuss counselor 
and camper issues.  The other afternoon’s focus will be training, development, and coaching for the 
counselors through interaction with each other, the Urban Hope Leadership Team, and other local Christian 
community development ministers and professionals. 
 
When does the Urban Hope Summer Mission Experience take place? 
Saturday, June 9 – Wednesday, August 1, 2018.  Participants are required to stay for the entire duration.  The 
first week is an orientation for the counselors and there will be an overnight retreat mid-way through the 
camp.  After the camp ends, there is a half week debrief session. 
 
Where will I live? 
You will live in the Walltown neighborhood in The Alexander House with other Urban Hope staff.  The 
residential component of the mission experience is part of staff training and development.  Therefore, 
participants are required to live in Walltown.  Local participants have the option of living in The Alexander 
House or in their own homes, but are strongly encouraged to participate in the residential component. 
 
Why should you apply? 
You should apply to this mission experience if you want to help advance the Gospel of Jesus and His 
Kingdom specifically through learning about His commitment to all people and His desire for us to be 
involved in caring for one another.  How would your life change if you really knew what Lila Watson meant 
when she said, "If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time.  But if you have come because your liberation is 
bound up with mine, then let us work together?"   
 
How does it all work? 
 
VISIT WWW.URBANHOPE.US/SUMMER-CAMP-COUNSELORS/ TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 
 
March 23 – Applications Due (Final Deadline) 
April 13 – All applicants are notified of their acceptance status 
By April 27 – Those selected as staff will be given a fundraising orientation. 
Late March thru Early June – Staff raise $3,200** ($2,200 program expenses + $1000 take-home stipend) 
June 9 – Staff arrive in Durham 
June 11 – Staff Orientation begins 
June 18 – Camp begins! 
July 27 – Camp ends! 
July 30 – Summer Camp Banquet / Staff Debrief session begins 
August 1 – Staff depart 
 
 
 
** The Navigators has an entire staff of people devoted to the area of fundraising.  We are collaborating with 
them to come up with a reasonable fundraising strategy for our short-term missionaries.  Please do not look 
at the $3,200 as a barrier, but an opportunity to trust God.  You are not in this alone, and it has been done 
before.  There is a whole team of people who will help coach you as you raise your support.  Most people 
raise their support from a team of friends, family, church mission boards, church members, businesspersons, 
and other interested individuals and organizations. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2018 Summer Mission Experience: June 9 – August 1, 2018 
 

APPLICATION PACKET INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Please complete the 2-page application form and be sure to attach your short answer questions.  

Note: If you are not familiar with the general requirements of this program, please refer to www.urbanhope.us 
website and click on the menu tab Get Involved > Summer Camp Counselors link (or click here). 

 
2. Ask your spiritual mentor to complete the Spiritual Mentor Reference Form. Ask this person to 

complete the form and return it separately to the address indicated. 
Note: Anyone who you consider to be a mentor in your faith walk with Christ can fill out this form.  This includes 
(but is not limited to): a Bible study leader, discipler, spiritual advisor, chaplain, church pastor or elder, or campus 
ministry staff person.  

 
3. Ask someone who knows you well to complete the Peer Reference Form.   Ask this person to 

complete this form and return it separately to the address indicated.   
 

4. Mail the following items to the address below.  Please have all items postmarked and in the 
mail by Friday, March 23, 2018 (final deadline). 

 
q The $40 application fee/deposit   

This fee will be applied toward your program cost. It is non-refundable if you are not accepted to the program. 
Make check payable to: The Navigators 

 
q Completed Summer Mission Experience Application, signed by you. 

 
q Completed Spiritual Mentor Reference Form   

o Note: The person who completes this form must mail it separately. 
 
q Completed Peer Reference Form   

o Note: The person who completes this form must mail it separately. 
 

THE MAILING ADDRESS FOR ALL OF THE ABOVE IS: 
 

Urban Hope, 1902 Perry Street, Durham, NC 27705 
 
Thank you for your desire to take part in advancing the Gospel of Jesus and His Kingdom through the Urban Hope 
ministry. Your application will be considered once your $40 deposit; Spiritual Mentor Reference and Peer Reference 
Forms are received. Your application does not guarantee acceptance. If you are accepted, a slot will be held open for you 
and you will receive acceptance correspondence giving further details on the program as well as instructions to help you 
fundraise for the Urban Hope 2018 Summer Mission Experience. Also, if you are accepted, you will be subject to a 
criminal background check, consumer, and driver record checks. Please write or call with questions: info@urbanhope.us; 
919.286.9467 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2018 SUMMER MISSION EXPERIENCE APPLICATION 

DUE: FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2018 (FINAL) 
 

GENERAL / BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
Name (Circle One: Mr./Ms.): 
    
  
 
Preferred name- if different than above  Age     Birth date ___/____/____ 
 
How would you describe your ethnicity? (Required)   
 
Occupation/Yr in School        Campus      Major     
 
Current Address         
 
City   State   Zip   
 
E-mail   
 
Home Phone   Secondary Phone   
 
I will be at the above address until     
 
Permanent Address if not same as above         
 
City   State   Zip   
 
Phone   Parents’ Names     
 
HEALTH INFORMATION 
1. Do you have any health conditions that would restrict you from a job with considerable walking, lifting, standing, 

sports activity, etc.? List any health concerns or special needs (allergies, asthma, seizures, or other medical 
conditions, plus any dietary limitations/restrictions, etc.). 
 

              
 
              
 
GENERAL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
2. The major focus of our program is urban youth.  Are you willing to work with youth, ages 9 - 15?     
 
       Which grade level do you prefer to work with? Circle one:         5th-6th-7th grades        8th-9th-10th grades   
        
What experience have you had working with your preferred grade level? 
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3. This is a residential position.  Are you willing to live in the urban center of Durham, among those you will be 
serving this summer for a period of 8 weeks (June 9 – August 1, 2018)?________________________________ 
 

Is there anything that might prevent you from attending all 8 weeks?  If yes, please explain (be specific).   
 
               
 
              
 
              
 
SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 
Please answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.  Please try to keep all responses less than 250 words unless otherwise 
indicated. 
 
4. What do you think urban ministry is about? 
 
5. Why do you want to participate in the Urban Hope Summer Mission Experience?  What do you expect to get out of 

it? 
 
6. What experience(s) have you had living and/or serving in a poor and marginalized community and/or non-white 

culture (urban or otherwise)?  Please describe. 
 
7. Describe a situation where things did not go the way you planned and how you responded. 
 
8. What five words would a close friend use to describe you and why? 
 
9. You will be living in a house in an urban inner-city neighborhood with other Urban Hope counselors. A large 

component of the summer training will be how you live in community together, and how you engage with and 
relate to the larger neighborhood community. How do you feel about living with a high level of accountability, 
shared commitment, and communal decision-making? 

 
10. Describe your strengths when it comes to interpersonal relationships (with peers, classmates, co-workers, etc.). 

Describe your interpersonal growth areas (weaknesses) and how you are working on them.  (300 words or less)  
 
11. Briefly describe your spiritual journey with Christ.  (300 words or less) 
 
12. If you are dependent on your parents, how do they feel about your participation in the camp? 

 
13. (Optional)  Is there anything else that you would like to mention that was not already covered? (100 words) 
 

Thank you for your desire to take part in advancing the Gospel of Jesus and His Kingdom. 
By signing below, I acknowledge that my application will be considered once a $40 deposit; Spiritual Mentor Reference and Peer 
Reference Forms are received.   Also, my application does not guarantee acceptance. If I am accepted, a slot will be held open for me 
and I will receive acceptance correspondence giving further details on the program as well as instructions to help me fundraise for the 
Urban Hope 2018 Summer Mission Experience.  I also acknowledge that I will be subject to a background criminal record and 
driver’s record check.   I certify that all the work submitted in this application is my own. 
 
 
Signature:        Date:      
 

 
Please mail completed form and all attachments  

by Friday, March 23, 2018 (final deadline) [postmark dates] to: 
Urban Hope; 1902 Perry St.; Durham, NC 27705 

Please call/write with any questions at 919.286.9467, info@urbanhope.us  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2018 SPIRITUAL MENTOR REFERENCE FORM 
DUE: FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2018 (FINAL) 

Please mail separately to: Urban Hope 1902 Perry St. Durham, NC 27705 
or Email to info@urbanhope.us 

 
Applicant’s Name:             
 
Reference’s Name:             
 
Title:        Organization:         
 
Phone Number:       E-Mail:          
 
Please briefly answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 
 
1. In what capacity and how long have you known this person? How well do you know him/her? 
 
2. What five words would you use to describe the candidate and why? 
 
3. Participants are required to live in a close setting and work in teams.  How does this person relate to others in small 

group settings? How do others relate to them?  How does the applicant relate to authority? 
 
4. Does the applicant do better with the responsibility of leading others or following as a productive member of the 

team?  Please explain and give an example if relevant. 
 

5. How have you seen or how do you think the applicant would relate to intermediate/middle/high school students in 
an urban inner-city environment? 

 
6. How would you describe the applicant’s relationship with Christ? How inclined is the applicant to theological or 

spiritual reflection? 
 
7. What is the applicant’s level of emotional maturity?   Feel free to elaborate. 
 
8. How does the applicant respond to difficult and /or stressful circumstances?  How does this applicant deal with 

conflict?  Please explain and give examples if relevant. 
 
9. In what areas do you hope this person will benefit as a result of this experience? (walk with God, character issues, 

time in the Word, ministry/leadership skills, etc.) 
 
Do you recommend this applicant for the Urban Hope 2018 Summer Mission Experience? 

1. I recommend. 
2. I do not recommend. 
3. I recommend with reservation(s): Please make us aware of reservations you have regarding this person’s 

character or life style. 
 
Additional Comments:  (please include your comments on a separate sheet) 
 
Signature _____________________________________________ Date _____________________________  
 
Can we contact you if we have any questions? _________________________________________________________ 
If yes, when is the best time to reach you? ____________________________________________________________ 
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2018 Peer Reference Form 
DUE: FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2018 (FINAL) 

Please mail separately to: Urban Hope 1902 Perry St. Durham, NC 27705  
or Email to info@urbanhope.us 

 
Applicant’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reference’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _________________________________  E-Mail: _____________________________ 
 
Please briefly answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.   
 

1. In what capacity and how long have you known this person? How well do you know him/her? 
 

2. What five words would you use to describe the candidate and why? 
 

3. Participants are required to live in a close setting and work in teams. How does this person relate to others in 
small group settings? How do others relate to them?   How does this person relate to authority? 

 
4. How have you seen or how do you think the applicant would relate to intermediate/middle/high school 

students in an urban inner-city environment 
 

5. How would you describe the applicant’s relationship with Christ? How inclined is the applicant to theological 
or spiritual reflection? 

 
6. What is the applicant’s level of emotional maturity? Feel free to elaborate. 

 
7. How does the applicant respond to difficult and /or stressful circumstances?  How does this applicant deal 

with conflict?  Please explain and give examples if relevant. 
 
Do you recommend this applicant for the Urban Hope 2018 Summer Mission Experience? 

1. I recommend. 
2. I do not recommend. 
3. I recommend with reservation(s):  Please make us aware of reservations you have regarding this person’s 

character or life style? 
 
Additional Comments: 
 
 
 
Signature________________________________________ Date        
 
Can we contact you if we have any questions? _________         
 
If yes, when is the best time to reach you? _______________________________________________   
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